Category: General Echocardiography: TTE Background: Left atrial (LA) strain rate (SR) which represents a regional function is proposed to assess LA active relaxation, conduit function and active contraction. However, analysis of LA global and phasic function using differentiation of LA volume by time (dV/dt) has not yet been elucidated. Using velocity vector imaging (Siemens), time-LA volume and dV/dt curve can be automatically and rapidly provided. Thus, the aim of this study was to evaluate the usefulness of LA dV/dt as a new index of LA global and phasic function by comparing it with SR.
